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‘sounds worse than 1t

EAR DR, DONOHUE! After
Dcm.uhlm up blsod. 1 saw

specialist who did a bron
choscopy 10 fnd out what was
wrong. An abscess was seen, and |
was pul on antiblotics for six
weeks. They did no good.

| then had a blopsy, which
showed the fungus Aspergillus, |
was then put on Sporano,

A month and a hall laler, & scan
showed the fungus had diminished
Three months later a repeal scan
showed no change in size.

Will this condition be conguered
eventually? 1s there anything else
that can be dong?

I've been told the fungus lives in
soil. Should | stop gardening?

B

Aspergillus is all around us.
Soll is but one of (s breeding
grounds. You do not have to give

up gardening.

Every person on earth encoun-
ters Aspergillus, Few become ill
as result of that encounter. You

were one of the unliscky few.
You're to meel Aspergil-
lus in many other places, but it's

mod Tikely you will have a second
illness resulting from that
gl vcrasions

Aspergillus on rare
is & trouble maker. For some, It
causes an allergic asthma attack
— which often happens to farm-
ers who enter a barn flled with
rapidly on such vegetation.

People who have an allergic
reaction need to avold exposure
1o Aspergillus,

You did not have an allergic
reaction. You have a so-called
Mungus ball, a matted mass of
fungus. Lung fufgus balls can

By Dr. Paul .[}.l.nlnluhuc

cause bleeding. A little hlood in
the spuium is not of grave con-
cern. However, the fungus can
erode large blood wvessels and
cause massive bleeding.

The fungus ball is shrinking,
slow as that process is. One op-
tion, therefore, is to continue
Sporanox, an excellent anti-

medicine

Tungal ‘

If the fungus ball is in an area
amenable o surgery, then surgl-
cal removal almosi always re-
sults in a cure.

DEAR DR. DONOHUE: Do you
have any information on transverse
myelitis? My sister had it. She
walks with a cane. Is It Incurable?

Anonymous
Transverse myelitis is an in-
Mammation of the spinal cord,
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