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Deadly fungus gene code cracked 
Scientists h a v e cracked the 
genet ic code of a fungus 
responsible for dead ly 
infections and allergic 
react ions . 

Aspergillus fumigstus, which 
causes more infect ions than 
any other mould, is part icularly 
dangerous to people wi th 
weakened immune systems, Aspergillus fumigatus can be deadly 

Researchers a t the Ins t i tu te for Genomic Research hope their 
work could lead to be t te r diagnostic t es t s , and t rea tments for 
fungal infect ions. 

Their international col laboration is reported in the journal 
Nature. 

Experts believe t h a t A 
fumigstus has become an 
increasing th rea t in recent 
years as more people wi th 
compromised immune systems 
are surviving. 

This study does for the 
first time start to give an 
indication of why such 
closely related species in 
nature can have such 
different effects 

Dr Paul Dyer 

* Killer fungus's sex life revealed 
1.3 Jul 05 | Nottinghamshire 

k Pillows can harbour harmful fungi 
14 Oct 05 | Health 

y Rice fungus genome mapped at 
last 
21 Apr 05 | Science/Nature 

* Fungi 'new tool' against malaria 
15 Nov 05 | Health 
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These include t ransplant 
pa t ien ts , and people wi th leukaemia and Aids, 

The fungus also appears to tr igger asthma in some people 
wi th part icularly sensit ive immune systems. 

I t is unusual because it can thr ive a t a wide range o f 
temperatures, from 70C - the temperature in a compost heap 
- to 37C, inside the human body. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/4546704.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/4546704.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/4546704.stm
http://wWhVaspergillus.org.uk

