
Original 
Story 

Captain of death ship 
testifies at court-martial 

Aspergillus 
Website 

VORKTOWN V.! AF1 

The captain "f (he Cuyaho 
ga which sank last year 
with (he loM rpf 11 IfVSt, tes­
tified a I his tOLirt -martial 
Monday lhat dorlors never 
i"l'i him he was medically 
unfit for duly even though hi-
hadn't s|epi w«|| For months 
before I he acndeni 

Chief Warrant Officer 
Donald K Robinson. M. 
accused of negligently ha;-
arding his vessel. told a 
rourl-rnamal panrl he had 
been ill much of HffB and 
readied Ihe point in St>p-
I ember and October thai be 
was sleeping only about tWti 
hours a. night because. of a 
severe cough 

Oti the right of f k l 2H 
I97J! the Toast Guard ettOU 
turned left in from of the 
Argentine freighter Santa 
Crur ll and was rammed 
The cul ler sank mih i r i 
minutes. killing u of ihe 2<J 
r-rewmen and officer Cadets 
aboard 

If found guilty Qj negli 
gence. Robinson muLiJ be 
sentenced I" lw<- years' hard 
labor and dismissed 5r■ .rn 
the service 

The defense Maims the 
accident was caused by 
Robinson's nines* — diag­

nosed m December 197K as 
bronchial pulmonarv > 
g i lMis - not negligence 

Defense attorney Jerome1 

Flanagan introduced wit' 
nesses lasl week who lesii-
f ted Robinson s lack nf Sleep 
would have tausrd a sharp 
reduction in his otulits tn 
handle the Large amount of 
information needed success­
fully to navigate the busy-
Chesapeake Ray where Ihe 
rail is inn occurred 

Robinson testified Man 
day he had left it up Id the 
donors treating him to de­
termine whether he could 
perform his duties as ihe 
ruvahoaa ' j cummandirig 
'iffuer 

I fell [ rnuld carrv nui 
my duiin.i I was lireri and t 
was roughing bui the medi­
cal authorities never stated 
there was anything in my 
problem that would affect 
my ability to do my job he 
said 
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