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rays applied to the lesions and to the oral ad­
ministration of potassium iodide. 
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Although infections due to Aspergillus occur 
most commonly in the external ear, they also 
occur, though rarely, in the lungs. A case was 
reported by Just** in which the organism pro­
duced an abscess of the brain with bone de­
struction. At autopsy, a cavernous growth was 
found with cavities containing a crumbling, 
yellowish-green substance, and Aspergillus jnmU 
gatus was isolated from the pathological mate­
rial. 

In the case herein reported, it is worthy to 
note the difference in morphology of the myce­
lium from fresh pus examination from the foci 
of infection and the Aspergillus as it grows in 
contact with air after several days' incubation 
on nutrient agar. The segmented filaments of 
mycelium, when growing in the tissues, some­
what resemble the filaments of the Actinomyccs 
bovis, except that the hyphae are broader. 

CASE REPORT 

A 13-ycar-old Negro boy was admitted to St. Philip 
Hospital December 26, 1934, with a swollen left hand 
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of five months' duration and a swollen back of two 
months' duration. The family history was essentially 
negative. Five months previous to his admittance a 
generalized painful swelling of the left ring finger oc­
curred and, after several days of soaking, a small for­
eign body which was thought to be a piece of glass 
was extruded. The wound did not heal and pus 
drained freely. Two months previous to admission 
the patient fell and struck upon his back. This re­
sulted in a swollen area in the region of the injury which 
was painless. 

A physical examination revealed an emaciated and 
anemic individual who was ill-nourished with swollen 
areas in the hand and back. That on the back was a 
soft, non-tender fluctuating swelling about 5 cm. in 
diameter and at the level of the twelfth thoracic ver­
tebra. 

The laboratory findings showed: negative urinalysis, 
except for a trace of albumin; red blood cells, 3,720,-
000; white cells, 16,300 (84 per cent polymorphomi- ' 
clear and 16 per cent lymphocytes) ; hemoglobin, 70 
per cent; Wassermann negative; temperature, 99.6° F. 
rcctally; and a pulse rate of 92. 

Two days after admittance pure cultures of Asper-
gHlits fumigatus were isolated from the pus aspirated 
from the abscess on the back. The spine was clearly 

Retouched roenlcenoaram (Aunust 20. 193S) shoving areas 
of bone destruction €if the fourth and fifth dorsal vertebrae 
(A-.V> and «>f the tenth and eleventh dorsal vertebrae 
(B-B') with involvement of the proiimal ends of the tenth 

and eleventh ribs. 


