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NATIONAL ASPERGILLOSIS CENTRE NEWSLETTER

The next regular meeting will be held on the  5th January in Seminar Room 4, ERC, Wythenshawe Hospital . Our speaker is Ann Haylett from Salford Hospital, Manchester who is an expert on the prevention of sun damage to our skin when we are taking antifungal medication.

Internet access: Watch and listen to the meeting live and ask the speaker questions via our text chat facility – all while you are at home anywhere in the world http://www.aspergillus.org.uk/newpatients/monthlymeetings.php 

Our November meeting was given over to a Christmas Aspergillosis Quiz where we asked 33 questions that anyone who had attended our meetings in 2011 should have been able to answer correctly and happily there was a very strong performance from all teams in this regard.  We mixed in 13 questions that were more for fun and told you something about several members of staff. 

The afternoon was very successful with much hilarity and not a little in the way of competitive spirit coming through between teams with opposing family members!  Happily all friendly rivalry was smoothed over with a mince pie & cup of tea.

We also made use of the time to try a new way to improve our communication with patients and to raise awareness of Aspergillosis. Several patients volunteered to record a 60 second 'Vox-Pop' of themselves talking about aspergillosis, how it effects their lives and how the Aspergillosis Centre has helped. We will be publishing those short videos on the website soon http://www.nacpatients.org.uk/
Our proud Quiz winners where the team named “3 men and a girl” who scored an excellent 53 points out of 69. WELL DONE to them and everyone else that took part.

Our online chat facility was well used at the meeting with several participants forming an 'online' team (“International Text”) listening to the live broadcast and answering questions via our text chat. After a valiant effort they came second with 46 points.

We will be publishing notes of the questions and answers on our website page http://www.nacpatients.org.uk/  and you can look and listen to the whole meeting with slides by clicking on the ‘Audio & slides’ link on the same page. 

By popular request it was decided that we will repeat the Christmas Quiz next year.

Research group We hope to set up a group of patients who have ideas about what research is needed & investigate how they can help current research which will be chaired by Graham Atherton. If you are interested please contact us on 0161 291 5866 or admin@aspergillus.org.uk
Your own stories are now being collected and made available to all patients to read at http://patientswithaspergillosis.wikispaces.com/   We have found that all people affected by aspergillosis are helped by reading the stories of the experiences of others. Please feel free to register & add your own or send them to us via email or by letter next time you are in clinic.

New fundraising campaign for the Fungal Research Trust (http://fungalresearchtrust.org/campaign.html )

Regular readers will be happy to know that we have had a terrific year of fundraising and consequently have comfortably exceeded last year's total of £14 000. We do not know the exact total yet and we will let you know of the grand total in the New Year.
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 To everyone who has helped and who has donated to the Fungal Research Trust may we give you a big THANK YOU for your consideration this year

Our campaign ribbons are white and carry the new Fungal Research Logo. If you would like to purchase one or more while you are at the clinic put some money in our box or there is now a very convenient way to pay using your mobile phone. Your payment will come out of your credit or monthly bill. 

Text  ‘ASPR44 2’ to 70070 to donate £2, or substitute in 3, 4, 5 or 10 in place of the 2 to donate more. We will receive your entire donation plus 25% in reclaimed tax. The text will cost you nothing other than your donation. There is a stock of ribbons available at each clinic.
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Christmas is coming! We have a selection of Christmas cards (£1.00 each, 6 for £5) which will be available at every Friday clinic from now till Christmas – have a look by the WRVS shop in clinic. These are made to a very high quality by a volunteer patient.

You can also purchase online at http://www.aspergillus.org.uk/newpatients/cards/index.php 

Graham Atherton December 9th 2011
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