[image: image1.jpg]ational
sbergi//osis
* edentre



                              [image: image2.emf]                             [image: image3.emf]


NATIONAL ASPERGILLOSIS CENTRE NEWSLETTER
PLEASE NOTE The next meeting will be held on the 7th April in Seminar Room 4, ERC,  Wythenshawe Hospital  and will be presented by members of staff from the Mycology Laboratory, Caroline Moore and Nicola Duddy and will include using microscopes to look at Aspergillus.
The tenth patients’ meeting ran on the 3rd March in its regular location of Seminar Room 4 in the Education & Research Building at Wythenshawe Hospital (UHSM). 21 patients & carers attended with 5 staff members. 

Unfortunately the internet broadcast had another problem with sound and was unsuccessful. To cure this problem once and for all we have managed to purchase a professional wireless 'tie-clip' microphone system that will be able to pick up the softest spoken speaker and send all speech to the internet loud and clear! This will be available for the next meeting. We are also trialling a system where remote viewers can type in questions to be answered live at the meeting so our remote viewers can get more involved.

http://www.ustream.tv/channel/aspergillosis-patients-meeting
We were fortunate to secure our speaker at the second attempt after illness had forced a postponment last month. Dr Jane Mabey Gilsenan is the NAC team member specialising in the use of computers to study the complete DNA sequences of several species of Aspergillus, and to assist other groups throughout the world in getting access to the information they need to study Aspergillus.

Our computers - maintained by Jane - host 9 genomes (NB a genome is all of the DNA found in the nucleus of each species) at the moment and we use our computer power to present all of the 300 000 000 (300 million) base pairs of information containing 100 000 genes in a way that is most useful to the research groups of the world, including our own research groups.

There are plans in progress to expand this amazing amount of information ten fold. At that point we will host 3 billion base pairs of information.

Such massive amounts of data require the latest software to analyse and present the data and it is part of Jane's job to ensure that we are able to meet those demands.

This information is useful to any of the many industries that use Aspergillus (e.g. food industry, fermentation industry, vitamins, soy sauce, Quorn) not least the pharmaceuticals industry that are developing new drugs to treat aspergillosis. This is one of the few examples of extremely valuable information being worked on by all groups concerned for the good of everyone. In time as industry starts to generate profits from this information we would hope that they would start to donate money towards the project but in these early days it is funded by public money.

Take a look for yourself at http://www.cadre-genomes.org.uk
Jane's talk can be listened to at http://www.nacpatients.org.uk
The meeting went on to discuss several other topics:
What other talks do you want to see?

· Embolisation & haemoptysis

· Aspergillus quiz

· Expanded virtual clinic (where we take you through aspects of your clinic visit to explain what is going on from our side)

· Feedback on the Patients survey run in Jan/Feb 2011

· A demonstration from MEAP assisting those with disabilities in practical daily issues - benefits & other assistance available. 

Fundraising

In this era of shrinking spend on public money by governments all over the world we are ever more reliant on our fundraisers to help plug the gaps in our funding. Your help & ideas have never been more needed. At this meeting we came up with the following ideas:
· Write a cookbook 'Fun Guide to cooking - dispelling the myths'. We need your recipes! Good food for fattening up, food including fungi  Send them to admin@aspergillus.org.uk, 0161 291 5866 or pass a note to staff at the clinic

· Establish an identity we can sell as badges - red mushroom??

· Work towards setting up a shop for FRT fundraising on the High Street starting with WRVS in clinic & A stall in the monthly farmers market at UHSM. Selling via eBay. Lots of volunteers would be needed!

admin@aspergillosis.org.uk or 0161 291 5866

Support the research efforts of the Fungal Research Trust
The Fungal research Trust has supported many research projects like this over the last 20 years. Last year we raised over £13 000 from the efforts of our supporters, mainly from the efforts of a few dedicated people who spent a lot of time and effort organising fundraising events. We would like to be able to support a researcher every year so we need to redouble our efforts.

Please consider supporting the Trust by donating, organising a fundraising event, a raffle or include FRT in a legacy. Take a look at our fundraising page on the Aspergillus Website (http://www.aspergillus.org.uk/newpatients/donations.php ) or contact us at admin@aspergillus.org.uk for details.
National Aspergillosis Centre, March 2011
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