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Aspergillus Website in demand as advice on deadly fungus booms
The recent high-profile case of Aspergillus in two premature babies at Salford General has drawn sharp attention to a growing, and little-known infection problem. 
Aspergillus infections are the leading infectious cause of death after stem cell transplantation (an increasingly common treatment for leukaemia and lymphoma).They can cause potentially deadly infections, debilitating forms of asthma and trigger severe allergic reactions. Many of these illnesses are complex to treat and rare. 
Ten years ago this month the Aspergillus Website began providing patients, scientists and doctors with an encyclopaedic resource to help diagnose both infection and the growth of fungus as well as allergic response. It is run from Wythenshawe Hospital on behalf of the Fungal Research Trust and has received international acclaim. Interest in the 71,000 pages which are accessible through the web site is intense and searches are run every 2 seconds at peak times.
Cases of Aspergillus infection rise year on year as transplants become more common (the number of transplants overall roughly doubling every 10 years). Cases of severe asthma are increasingly being recognised as having a fungal element, more and more cases of allergic bronchopulmonary aspergillosis (ABPA) are detected every year as diagnostic expertise and facilities becomes more accurate and sensitive. Moulds such as Aspergillus are increasingly being recognised as being important in sinusitis and allergic illnesses.
The demand for information and support is not restricted to doctors and scientists. The Aspergillus Website hosts an active patient support group containing 550 laypeople – a number which rises at roughly 100 people per year. The section of the website devoted to patients accounts for 20-30% of the total figure for page requests while 50% of newly registered members of the website are laypeople. Patients from the UK in the support group have formed their own charity to promote patients interests (The Aspergillus Trust) and this group have formed close links with the Aspergillus Website.
For the future the website plans to improve the access to all of the content in the website and to improve the coverage of subjects till further to include the many industrial applications of Aspergillus and problems of food storage, flooded homes and the rising problem of fungal asthma. 
-Ends-

NOTE TO EDITORS: 
For further information please contact Stephen Taylor on 0161 291 5450 

· The Aspergillus website (www.aspergillus.org.uk) was founded in 1998 by Professor David Denning with financial support from the Fungal Research Trust (www.fungalresearchtrust.org). It is based at South Manchester University Hospital Foundation Trust, Wythenshawe, South Manchester, UK. 
· Aspergillosis describes a large number of diseases involving both infection and growth of fungus as well as allergic responses. Aspergillosis can occur in a variety of organs, both in humans and animals.

· The Fungal Research Trust (www.fungalresearchtrust.org) is a registered charity which funds research into and education about fungal infection. It was set up in 1991 and since then has distributed in excess of £1.75m in research grants resulting in more than 90 research publications in clinical and scientific aspects of fungal infection. It has contributed to the postgraduate training of more than 12 students in the UK and overseas, and provides travel grants to scientific congresses. It also supports the Aspergillus Website.  As well as being a key resource for clinicians, the website also devotes a section to patients and relatives to help them understand more about the disease.  It can be found at www.aspergillus.org.uk.

· If you’d like more information about this topic, or to arrange an interview with a member of the website team, please call Graham Atherton at 07796 908395 or email us at aspergillus@manchester.ac.uk







